


,ﬂllluilﬂlliiil-ii!sﬂ!i;, y y, -
r . ; | i -
r¢ !
f |
| v ; , \ T ("
f
6d
| !
—
F
> Y
v
Fn
K oy -
= L.1] ‘
...
M B
9 M
A \4.J E
} .
M e
r
e ‘\l
S <
e A
~
—
e |
| — v
n v N .
prmcsaes ﬁ
- T
W ~




' _
‘ ’“““' ”III [11ale (| 'vr'!',wtn (serm Ny and bran

centuries ”“"\*‘j'l.la tical fairs later evolved into fes

}i'll'“'llllﬁl“\ ‘nf‘”IH;{ cralts holida decoration
gingerbread. and toasty hot mulled wine call
Ll'lll\\\(‘lll ”ll)\(' traditions « ontinue todav. but on

much grander scale.

JINGLE ALL THE WAY ... ALONG THE RHINE

Other than the ports in the Netherlands, which hasn't
(|uilc lcaned into the Christmas market tradition JUST Y
passengers sailing on this eight day itinerary along the
Rhine can visit a different Christmas market in ever port
In Germany and France.

The main square of Cologne’s Old Town, with its
massive Gothic cathedral standing guard for centuries, is
the first market on the agenda. One of the largest holida
markets in Germany, it blends history with modern-dav
tastes. More than a hundred wooden chalets spill out
across the cathedral square, selling handcrafted gifts
wooden toys and serving regional specialties like
Reibekuchen (crispy potato pancakes), oversized
bratwursts on tiny buns, and mugs of steaming glithwein
served in collectible, city-themed cups. For those feeling
energetic, there are also areas for ice skating and curling.

Continuing south, Koblenz is the next stop on the
itinerary. Not as well known to Americans, this Roman
city is located where the Rhine and Moselle rivers meet.
A walking tour meanders along narrow streets flanked
with centuries-old architecture, including the baroque
town hall on Jesuitenplatz, where illuminated, oversized
numbers appear in the dormer windows to create the
city’s (and maybe the country’s) largest Advent calendar.

urope’s Christmas markets are magical, from The market is spread across six different squares
Strasbourg's fairytale medieval architecture with kiosks featuring handmade wooden nutcrackers,
and Cologne’s grand Gothic cathedral to tiny ornaments, and Herrnhut stars — a multi-pointed,
Riudesheim’s narrow, winding alleyways illuminated star symbolizing the Star of Bethlehem.
twinkling with white lights. But it’s hard deciding which A sma‘ller and more storybook market (and the
markets to visit in which countries, and logistics can author’s favorite) is found on the next stop in
be challenging, Rudesheim, where its Qlll‘isllllals Market of Nations
Not so if you sail on a Viking Christmas on the features stalls representing more than 20 countries.
Rhine river cruise, where a longship transports you from Alleyways that can only be seen on foot create a
Amsterdam, the Netherlands, to Basel, Switzerland (or particularly cozy and festive vibe. Although there are
Vice versa) via Germany and France. En route, it sails plenty of tourists, it's clear that l]ns market is popular
dlong the historic Middle Rhine, a UNESCO World among the locals who are warming up with steaming

Heritage Site with castles vineyards and medieval bratwursts and potatoes and the village's signature
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ortresses lining the banks of the river. It’s a nice reprieve Riidesheimer coflee spiked with brandy

. 1 im ypever are next, with the morning
rom the {re uent chaos oliday season. Nldlll]hc‘ll}l and Speyer are next, | Y
i chaos of the h Y spent in the former and the evening in the latter. The

Mannheim market circles its tamous 19th-century
Water Tower, and the market's wooden stalls teature
handmade gifts and treats, including trdelnik (or
chimney cake), a spiral dough grilled over coals and
rolled in cinnamon sugar. On a much smaller scale, the
Speyer market is buill alung‘onc_ continuous street —
Maximillian Street — stretching from the Romanesque

HISTORY OF THE CHRISTMAS MARKETS
(”N:l:umpcan tradition of the Christkindlesmarkt, or
Nristmas market, stretches back to the Middle Ages,
When town squares in the German-speaking world
W;dn hosting markets each December so locals could
;,l.;':j‘l{l Up for winter, France eventually adupted t)h.c
VN, particularly in the Alsace region, where
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Spever Cathedral (a UNESCO World Heritage Site) 10
its old medieval gate. *

Until reaching Strasbourg, every stop on this winter
vovage was chilly and dreary, and while Strasbourg
would be unforgettable even in the gloom, when the sun
appears, it's like a curtain has risen and the city takes
center stage. It's enchanting and memorable. And, given
that a holiday market has been held here since 1570, it's
no surprise that the Strasbourg proclaimed itself the
“Capital ot Christmas.”

The German and French influence is evident in the
architecture, cuisine, and traditions in Strasbourg. In
Petite France, the city’s tourism center, well-preserved
half-timbered houses line the canals and bakeries offer
both German-style gingerbread and traditional mannele
— a sweet brioche shaped like a little man, along with
bredele Christmas cookies.

The penultimate port on this itinerary is Freiburg,
where the old market square, complete with a big cathedral
is around the corner from a modern shopping district, the
edges of each blurred. This stop often offers an
opportunity to attend an organ recital in the 13th-century
Miinster Cathedral, the perfect time to sit and reflect on
centuries of history and the meaning of Christmas.

WINTER 2025

EAT, SLEEP AND BE MERRY

On Viking, cruise fare includes breakfast, lunch and
dinner in the main restaurant, plus beer and wine at
lunch and dinner. Premium liquors or wines are
additional. Given that most longships only accommodate
about 110 passengers, the food selection and quality are
excellent and more than what was expected.

Many Viking sailings offer a thematic dinner during
the week, such as the German-themed dinner on the
Christmas on the Rhine cruise. Staft and crew dress in
traditional German lederhosen and dirndls, and serve a
Bavarian feast of oversized pretzels, sausages, schnapps
and beer, alongside other hearty regional dishes.

[ike all longships, most passenger cabins are on the
small side, unless you book a suite, but they are well-
outfitted with quality beds and linens. There are both
110- and 220-volt outlets, as well as USB ports and,
because the ship is rarely far from shore, Wi-Fi is usually

very reliable.

SOCALLIFEMAG COM

WHAT TO KNOW BEFORE YOU BOARD
Unlike ocean cruising, river cruising rarely has relaxing
days when the ship is not in port. Most passengers
disembark for tours and activities and, while these may
not be physically demanding, they can be exhausting, The
reality 1s, there isn't much to do on board other than eat
and sleep and mingle with other guests at the bar
Winter on the Rhine is usually cold, and often wet, SO
pack layers, waterproof shoes, a warm jacket and gloves,
Y ou may want lo onsider dt'l‘i\'mg d dd} Or two L‘dl‘ly (Or
stayling alterward) to recover trom travel and "’\Plurc,

because many times excursions and activities are 1ot
oftered in the first and last ports. A cruise operator or 4
travel advisor can assist with hotel pre- or post: nights.
tor bookings and individual travelers not working
‘h“_"“!:h a travel advisor, visit the Viking website
at?"lkiugri\-crcruisca.wm or call 1-800-304-9610
(L\ toll-free). It VOu re traveling  from Southern
Calitornia, you'll find direct tlights from LAN W
Amsterdam feasible, but rcachmé or departing rom
Basel will usually require at least one connection. &



